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Hide And Show Movie In Classroom Suite

When you insert a movie into an IntelliTools Classroom
Suite® activity page, the first frame of the movie displays
when the page opens. Part of the background picture is
hidden by the movie.

Have you ever wished you could have a movie appear when it
is played, and then disappear so that the entire background
picture can be seen? Here's how!

Usually you activate a movie on the page with the Play Movie
action in a toolbar button or in Page Actions. But we want to
go one step further and have the movie display ONLY while it
is playing. To do that we will call on one of the advanced
IntelliMation® actions, Set IntelliMation Time.

The IntelliMation Time Machine

The IntelliMation timeline can do much more than control
animation. It can be used like a time machine, to jump
forward in time to a point where something new is on the
page and then travel back in time fo a point before that
object appeared. That's exactly what we want to do with
our moviel

Want more free activities, tips, and graphics? Look in the Attic!




The Goal

I used this frick in building the Sofie's Adventure story about a baby
sea lion. For this activity, I wanted each movie to appear when the
page opened, play, and then disappear. I also wanted fo provide a
button that users could click on fto play the movie over again as many
times as they wanted.

Special Play Movie Button

On the pages where a movie would play, I - Button Actions

used Page Actions to display a navigation

toolbar with a special Play Movie button. set IntelliMation Time 5
You can add a button to a standard Page Play Movie =~~~
Arrows toolbar to do this. If you also SeEisliMErion=kime 2
plan to use the standard Page Arrows

toolbar on some pages, change the name of the toolbar with the added
button.

The toolbar button Play Movie should have the following actions:

- Set IntelliMation Time 5
- Play Movie
- Set IntelliMation Time O.

A little later, you will find out why we are setting IntelliMation Time
manually, rather than using Play IntelliMation. For now, keep in mind
that unlike what you see in a regular IntelliMation, these actions mean
the user never sees the timepoints between O seconds and 5 seconds.

Setting Page Actions

In my activity, I had a standard Page Arrows foolbar for pages without
movies, and I called the toolbar with the extra movie button Page
Arrows Movie. T used Page Actions to control which of the two
different navigation toolbars would be displayed on any given page.
Your activity might have more or less than two toolbars, but this set of
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actions will still work. InPage Actions, be sure you have:

- Hide All Custom Toolbars
- Show Toolbar "Page Arrows Mo
- Select Button "Play Movie"

vie"

This set of actions makes certain only the correct toolbar is displayed.
Notice that since we began by hiding ALL the toolbars, you could easily
add a new toolbar to this activity with minimum editing. You would only
have to add a Show Toolbar (new toolbar name) action on pages where

it needs to be shown.

I included the action selecting the Play Movie button because I wanted

the movie to play automatically

Page Actions

when the page opened. If you

Hide All Custom Toolbars
Show Toolbar "Page Arrows Movie"
Select Button "Play Movie"

only want the movie to play
when a student clicks the Play
Movie button, you would omit
the Select Button action.

Adding The Movie at 5 Seconds

Then | found another sea llon pup about my size. We wrestied
and pretendod 10 fight, We played for a long time

I made certain the toolbar with the
Play Movie button was showing
before adding a movie fo a page.
When using IntelliMation, it's
always a good idea to get everything
that should be on the page set up
before beginning to construct
animation.

Next came the sneaky part: T used
Create IntelliMation to open the
IntelliMation timeline, and clicked
the 5 second point.
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Anything added to the page at this later point will not be displayed at O
seconds. Of course, there is nothing special about 5 seconds. You can
pick any point later than O on the timeline when you try this trick.

Making sure you are at 5 seconds on the timeline, choose Insert Movie
from the menu and navigate to your movie file. Follow the usual steps
o position the movie, adjust its settings and lock it in place.

The next step is to click the O
seconds point on the timeline.
Like magic, the movie will
disappear! But we know it is
still there, hiding 5 seconds
into the future.

How It Works

Now you can see why we used
those two Set IntelliMation
Time actions in the Play Movie  Jeiicms s sestonrug st s Wo wnesses
button. The page opens with

the background picture fully
exposed. When the button is

clicked, either by the Page

Actions or the user, the first button action moves the display to the
situation at 5 seconds, where we stashed the movie. The first frame of
the movie appears on top of the background.

Next, the Play Movie action starts the movie, which plays to its end.
Then the button's final action, Set IntelliMation Time O, changes the
display back to the situation at O seconds. The movie is hidden again,
and once more you can see the entire background.
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This trick is especially useful with larger movies such as 640 x 480,
since the movie would cover a large part of the page background. You
even can have multiple movies on the page!

Take It Further

To play multiple movies, you must create several different buttons to
play movies you have inserted at several different IntelliMation times.
Just be sure to also open a point between each two movies and delete
whichever movie shows, or you'll get multiple movies overlapping!
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