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�
1. Why would the plover need to wait for low tide to find food?�
_�
�
A�
The plover gets its food by diving into the tide pools at low tide.�
�
B�
The plover can walk on the rocks at low tide to find food.�
�
C�
The plover can catch little fish in the waves at low tide.�
�
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�
2. Why does the willet run out on the sand when a wave goes out?�
_�
�
A�
The willet wants to find little crabs or shell animals to eat.�
�
B�
The willet tries to catch up with the wave to swim in the water.�
�
C�
The willet is afraid predators might catch it on the sand.�
�
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�
3. How does the godwit use its long curved-up  beak?�
_�
�
A�
The godwit uses its beak to push seaweed together to build a nest.�
�
B�
The godwit uses its beak to dig in the wet sand for shell animals to eat.�
�
C�
The godwit uses its beak to peck other birds that come near its food.�
�
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�
4. Which is NOT true about the curlew and the godwit?�
_�
�
A�
Both have a speckled pattern on their feathers.�
�
B�
Both dig in the sand for shell animals and crabs to eat.�
�
C�
Both have long beaks that curve down.�
�
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5. What do gulls eat?�
_�
�
A�
Gulls only eat fresh fish that they catch in the ocean.�
�
B�
Gulls only eat dead fish that they find on the beach.�
�
C�
Gulls eat almost anything; fresh fish, dead things, even your lunch.�
�
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�
6. What would an egret do if it saw a fish?�
_�
�
A�
The egret would stab at the fish with its long sharp beak.�
�
B�
The egret would run after the fish and step on it.�
�
C�
The egret would dive under the water and catch the fish.�
�
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�
7. How does the cormorant get its food?�
_�
�
A�
The cormorant walks on the rocks at low tide to find food.�
�
B�
The cormorant flies along and dives into the water when it sees a fish.�
�
C�
The cormorant dives under water and swims around to catch fish.�
�
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�
8. How does the pelican carry the fish it catches?�
_�
�
A�
The pelican stabs the fish so it is stuck onto the pelican's beak.�
�
B�
The lower half of the pelican's beak stretches to hold lots of fish.�
�
C�
The pelican carries the fish with its feet.�
�
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�
9. What do shore birds do at the beach?�
_�
�
A�
They look for food in the water, on the rocks, and in the sand.�
�
B�
They play in the waves and in the tide pools.�
�
C�
They make a bed in the soft sand and sleep.�
�
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Photos by Ann Brundige.  Godwits, gulls and curlew photographed in Scripps Marine Refuge, La Jolla, California. Special thanks to my daughter Ellen for letting me include the photograph of her and the sand castle.  I'd give you the URL of her web page, but she has over 80 of them! Here is the link to her index. There are good biographical, science, and history web pages listed there. � HYPERLINK "http://www.squidoo.com/greekgeeklenses" ��http://www.squidoo.com/greekgeeklenses�.


 


Bird identification from personal experience and with reference to The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Western North America by David Allen Sibley.


 


Show What You Know About Shore Birds is  the  comprehension test for a supporting book for the interactive activity Exploring Tide Pools.  Be sure to download the complete Tide Pools activity set, including comprehension tests, writing activities, and off-computer materials.












