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�
1. When is the best time to explore the tide pools?�
_�
�
A�
High tide, because the pools are full of water.�
�
B�
Low tide, because you can walk out on the rocks to see the pools.�
�
C�
Noon, because the sun is high and shines into the pools.�
�









��
�
2. Why must you be careful where you walk on the rocks near the tide pools?�
_�
�
A�
The rocks are covered with shell animals and seaweeds, and you might squish them. �
�
B�
The rocks are sharp and you might hurt your feet.�
�
C�
There are lots of places where you might stumble and fall.�
�
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�
3. Why are broken pieces of shell stuck to the sea anemones?�
_�
�
A�
The pieces of shells help the anemones to hide from predators.�
�
B�
The pieces of shell keep the anemones from drying out.�
�
C�
Anemones put pieces of shells on to look pretty and attract a mate.�
�
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�
4. What are the two pointy things on the sea hare's head?�
_�
�
A�
They are horns that the sea hare uses to fight predators.�
�
B�
They are the sea hare's ears.�
�
C�
They are the sea hare's nose.�
�
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�
5. What is NOT true about the two kinds of sea urchins you saw?�
_�
�
A�
They are the same color.�
�
B�
They both have spines.�
�
C�
They are both animals.�
�
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�
6. What is true about the skin of a sea star?�
_�
�
A�
The sea star's skin is covered with spines.�
�
B�
The sea star's skin is covered with little bumps.�
�
C�
The sea star's skin is smooth and shiny.�
�
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�
7. Which would you NOT find in a kelp forest?�
_�
�
A�
Birds flying. �
�
B�
Fish swimming.�
�
C�
Big seaweed plants standing.�
�
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�
8. Why were the mussels on the rocks so close together?�
_�
�
A�
There wasn't much room on the rock so the mussels moved close together.�
�
B�
The mussels were stuck to each other and to the rocks.�
�
C�
The waves had pushed the mussels close together.�
�
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�
9. Why was one of the snail shells moving?�
_�
�
A�
There was a live snail in the snail shell.�
�
B�
The tide was coming in and moving the snail shell.�
�
C�
A hermit crab was using the snail shell.�
�
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�
10. What do birds like the willet and the plover do at low tide?�
_�
�
A�
They go into the water to wash their feathers.�
�
B�
They walk out on the rocks to find food.�
�
C�
They go out on the rocks and sleep.�
�
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�
11. Why was the cormorant standing with his wings spread out?�
_�
�
A�
He was drying off his wings after he finished diving to catch fish.�
�
B�
He was trying to get warm after swimming in the cold water.�
�
C�
He was exercising his wings so that he could fly faster.�
�
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�
12. Why did the pelican dive out of the air and into the water?�
_�
�
A�
The pelican needed to clean his feathers in the water.�
�
B�
The pelican was too tired to fly all the way back to the rocks.


�
�
C�
The pelican saw some fish in the water and wanted to catch them.�
�
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The photographs in Show What You Know About Exploring Tide Pools are by Ann Brundige.  They were taken in the marine refuge at Laguna Beach, California.  This is a comprehension test for the anchor activity in the Tide Pools activity set. There are two more books in this unit, and two more tests, writing activities, and some off-computer materials and photos. There is also a study unit overview and a vocabulary list. If you don't have everything, download the complete set from the Annie's Resource Attic web site.












